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St. Nicholas was probably born to wealthy parents

at Patara in Lycia, a province of Asia Minor. He

was chosen bishop of the then rundown diocese

of the capital of Myra, which he ruled with great

care and faith. There he became known for his

holiness, zeal, and miracles. There are many

Legends surrounding his life. Some are:

A citizen of Patara lost his fortune, and because

he could not raise dowries for his three daughters,

After hearing this, Nicholas took a bag of gold and

threw it through the window of the man's house at night.
The eldest girl was married with it as her dowry.

He performed the same action for each of the other girls.
Another legend holds that he appeared to sailors caught

in storms off the coast of Lycia and led them safely into port.
Churches built under his dedication are often placed so that
they can be seen off the coast as landmarks.

Yet another legend has it that he appeared to Constantine
in a dream and thereby caused him to save three unjustly
condemned imperial officers from death.
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